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meditation room was well stocked 

with donations. Cheryl Fowler, 

Lizz Cohen and I sorted and 

organized the merchandise, 

Susanne McConville added flourish 

as she shared her gift to enhance by 

arranging merchandise attractively. 

Christine Schertz and Beth Miser 

priced. Other donations trickled in 

for a few days, and among the three 

of us we sorted them and added 

them to the displays.  

 Kevin Colby and I have been on 

a declutter campaign in the 

building. Jason Rubsam and Alex 

Key helped with sorting out the 

electronics. Kevin and Alex Key 

worked on moving some large 

church items to fellowship hall. Bill 

Wegle and Don Gresham helped 

moving things.  

 Nancy Patchen, Kathleen Peyton, 

Janet Carlson, Susanne McConville, 

Joan Marshall, Suzan Windnagel, 

and Annabel Prokopy served as 

clerks. Annabel was especially 

helpful posting photos and updates 

on Facebook. Kathy Willowoode  

By Dorothy Hughes 

Continued on Back page 

gave her entire day to cashiering and 

then helping with packing and 

cleanup. Joan Marshall and Suzan 
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Afternoon bargain hunters.  

 The UUCTC held its annual 

rummage sale fundraiser on 

Saturday, May 13. You might ask, 

“Was it successful”? My question 

is, “How do you define success?”  

 While I enjoy meeting a financial 

goal, I also define success in terms 

of relationship and community 

building. Spearheading this 

fundraiser was a blessing in getting 

to know many from the 

congregation better and interacting 

with the shoppers from the 

community the day of the sale. 

 The week before the sale the 

Kathy Willowoode and Susanne McConville  

admiring merchandise.  
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Well, if anyone had told me ten years ago that within ten years I would 

hold a leadership position in a local church I would have assumed they 

were joking or maybe questioned their sanity (or both).  Yet here I am.   

My wife Lorraine and I had been married in the UU Church by Libby 

Stoddard as a compromise.  She was a divorced Catholic while I 

preferred a Justice of the Peace or equivalent.  We then were absent for about twenty-five 

years from involvement in the UUC. 

 Our return to involvement was precipitated by Jim and Rosemary Leary initially through the Forum, 

then quickly blossoming from there.  I identified a need in my first Art Fair for improvement in the data 

handling and was able to create a workable system for it which was used the following year and each Fair 

since.   Apparently no good deed goes unpunished, so prompted I assume by the success of that, I was 

asked to take on the role of Assistant Treasurer which was a Board of Trustees office. 

 This position kept me involved to the degree that after a couple of years, I came to think that It would 

not be much of a leap to be involved in the Presidency, and became President Elect last year.  It remains to 

be seen whether I was right! 

 Just what do I think that I can achieve in the President’s role at this time?  In the “Age of Trump”,  I 

believe that there is an opportunity to reach out to those who Jim Leary called “UU’s who don’t know that 

they are UU’s”.  We can provide a safe haven and a sane world view for many of those who have been 

appalled by what happened in November and the history since. 

 To facilitate this, I plan to follow up strongly on Dorothy Hughes’ great start this past year reorganizing 

and promoting Building Use.  From a financial standpoint last year saw a more than doubling of the 

previous year’s Building Use (235%) increasing this source of income by $10,800 for the year.  This 

income does not come free however.  We will need to continue making the necessary arrangements and 

adjustments on scheduling, establishing fair market rates, assuring the rented spaces are ready and other 

things to assure that this income can be maintained. 

 While this income is great for our programs, I believe its greatest value is as a means of increasing our 

visibility and standing in the community as a place where good things happen.  The more people who pass 

through our building, the more this word gets out. 

 Along with this great news is also the challenge of reduced pledges and payments.  Part of this may be 

that we do not have enough convenient ways to contribute.  This should not be surprising, since we have 

seen huge changes in how payments are made over the last couple of decades.  Janice Kritchevsky is 

investigating alternatives ways of contribution that would be more convenient, especially to the younger 

generations. 

Randy Myer,  Board President 



 

gift for me to test out 

working full-time for the 

first time since becoming 

a mother and to dive 

deeply back into this 

calling that I hold so 

dear. I am so grateful for 

this opportunity. And the 

real gift has been in 

getting to know this 

congregation as place so full of 

promise and commitment and deep 

connection.  

 I was immediately impressed 

with Dorothy Hughes from the 

very beginning. You all know that 

she is a complete treasure, right? 

But quickly, I learned that your 

leadership is riddled with 

passionate, dedicated and loving 

humans. Your membership is 

riddled with incredibly wonderful 

people. People who will spend 

hours and hours making sure we 

reach a consensus on an important 

policy. People who will fight in 

order to clean the toilets. People 

who care deeply about one 

another’s pain.  People who will 

anonymously re-carpet the hallway. 

People who will hold one another 

accountable with compassion. 

People who will find a solution to a 

technical problem even if it takes 

them hours, or days, or weeks. 

People who will share their 

vulnerabilities and their longings 

with some new woman who is only 

going to be their minister for 6 

months. You all have won my heart.  

 And do not get me started on 

your staff. Nicole and Va’Linda are 

both absolute treasures. Nicole has 

such a keen awareness of how to 

connect with and inspire children. 

She is thoughtful and passionate. 

She is steadfast, reliable and 

organized. She creates a program 

here that truly lives our highest UU 

values. She manages hordes of 

volunteers in ways that awe me. 

Va’Linda provides an order to the 

chaos of complex church life that is 

so valuable. She has created 

procedures and structures within the 

church office that can support our 

work and make us more efficient in 

so many ways. And in addition to 

being highly organized and detail 

oriented, she is unbelievably creative 

and has a great eye for design. When 

she cannot find cover art for the 

order of service that fits just right, 

she designs it herself. Her redesign 

of the Lighted Chalice is beautiful 

and modern. Both of these women 

are absolute gifts to your 

congregation and it has been a 

pleasure to work with them.  

 A large part of what it means to 

be a minister is falling in love with 

people who you will have to 

eventually leave. Never before have 

I had to experience this whole cycle 

so quickly. Never before have I 

come and gone so fast. Because of 

 The meaning of life – as I see it 

– is to grow and evolve so that you 

can transform the world into a 

more just place. It is that simple 

and that complex all at the same 

time. So my parting question to 

you as a congregation, and as 

individuals, is how do you wish to 

grow and evolve? How might you 

become more effective at 

transforming the world into a place 

with more love, courage and faith? 

How is your congregation and 

your life uniquely equipped to do 

this work in your community? I do 

not have an answer for you, just a 

hope that you sit with the question 

and that you live your way into an 

answer over time and with deep 

conversation together.  

 Since I joined you in January, 

we have all grown and changed. 

Perhaps it is most immediately 

evident how I have grown – or my 

belly has, anyway. But I want to 

also lift up for you that I have seen 

some wonderful evolution within 

your congregation just in the short 

time I have been here. It has been a 
Continued on Pg. 10 



 

 

 Our Tai Ji Qigong group 

began about 15 years ago with a 

class that Lisa Lee Peterson 

taught at Purdue’s Ismael Center. 

Interest grew in the years that 

followed and resulted in an 

expanded and more independent 

group. We met at various 

locations on campus until finding 

our ideal location and sanctuary 

here at the UUCTC early in 

2013. We meet in the Fellowship 

Hall during cold or inclement 

weather and outside in nature on 

have for years. 

 Qigong is an ancient Chinese 

practice that seems to improve our 

balance, sense of well-being, 

energy, and perhaps even our 

memories. Its movements are slow, 

gentle, and meditative. They often 

imitate nature, everything from 

“White crane spreads its wings” to 

“Wave hands like clouds.” These 

forms can be learned by 

observation and a bit of mentoring. 

We have all been through this 

learning process and continue to 

welcome new people to our circle.  

 Join us for a FREE movie on the 

last Friday of each month at 6:30 

p.m. on the big screen in room 

101/103. All ages are welcome to 

enjoy a family friendly new release 

or an old favorite at this community 

event! 

 Bring an indoor picnic, a treat to 

share, or just yourself. Fresh 

popcorn is available by donation, 

benefitting our RE Program. 

Adults are welcome to enjoy the 

film or some fellowship at the 

conference table. Mark your 

calendars for upcoming movie 

nights: May 26, June 30, July 28, 

and August 25th. See you there! 

 Join the UU Families with 

Kids Facebook page to vote for 

each movie selection, share local 

kid-friendly happenings around 

town, and stay connected with 

UU families. 

For more information please 

contact Alison Marquis 

at ajmarquis@gmail.com or 

765 418-5813. 

Smiley Street whenever weather 

permits. We feel so much gratitude 

for having the use of these spaces.   

     People have come and gone over 

the years, always for good reasons, 

including Lisa who now lives in 

northern Indiana where she 

continues to teach Tai Ji Qigong. 

She graces our group with her 

presence whenever she is able. Lisa 

taught us so well that we are able to 

confidently continue meeting for 

Qigong on Monday, Wednesday 

and Friday mornings, as many of us 

4 



Religious Education (RE) Director, Nicole Rice 

“Faith & Time for All Sages” 

Faith 

“ Faith is not something to grasp. It 

is a state to grow into.” 

The theme for May was faith. The 

RE classes explored traditions of 

people from many faiths and 

learned more about Ramadan and 

Mother’s Day customs from  

around the world. 

 

Earth Day Recycling Fair 

The RE classes had a great time 

creating goods out of recycled 

materials, such as masks, coasters, 

puzzles, and vases. We earned $80 

to go towards the purchase of our  

recycled bench.  

Puccini’s FUNdraiser 

Our May FUNdraiser was a 

success. We ate delicious pizza 

and earned money while doing it. 

Thanks for everyone who helped 

support UUCTC’s fundraising 

efforts. 

 

Volunteer Recognition 

Thanks to our RE volunteers who 

spend countless hours working 

with our RE classes to give them 

an amazing experience. We 

recognized our RE volunteers, 

shadows, and subs during a May 

service. 

 

Dear Families: 

Hello! My name is Christina. 

I will be filling Lizz’s position 

as the Nursery Coordinator. I’ve 

heard nice things about her and 

will do my best to help your kids 

get used to this change.  

I am looking forward to 

meeting all of you. In a couple 

weeks we 

will begin 

working 

together to 

continue 

to provide 

your 

children a comfortable and safe 

place to play when you leave 

them in my care. Little Miriam, 

my three year old, will be 

joining us as well. She’s lots of 

fun!  

Any tips or suggestions on 

how to best comfort and care for 

your children are welcome. 

They all have unique needs. I 

have three of my own and they 

each come with a different set of 

instructions, or suggestions on 

how to best comfort and care for 

your children are welcome.  

Christina Wright 

 



 

An Awakening…  

A Preview of Forum and Worship 

June 4th at 9:00AM 

Topic: Umbria: On-site Paintings by Al Pounders 

Speaker: Al Pounders 

He will bring actual paintings: probably 1 

watercolor, 1 oil stick, and several oil paintings and 

give an informal discussion of his work taking 

questions as everyone views the work together. 

 

 

June 11th at 9:00AM 

Speaker: Loren Olson 

Topic: TBD 

 

June 18th  at 9:00AM 
Speaker: Doug Tailor 

Topic: Habitat For Humanity 

 

June 25th at 9:00AM 

Speaker: Beverly Shaw 

Topic: Public Art in West Lafayette. 

Grew up in St Louis and graduated from Purdue with 

a degree in horticulture. I joined the city of West 

Lafayette in 2003 and was responsible for the urban 

forest, town/gown relations, marketing, public art, 

streetscapes, place making, the State Street project 

and the farmers market. At the beginning of this 

year, the Greenspace responsibilities were passed to 

a new employee and my title was changed to Quality 

of Life which includes a host of always changing 

issues.  I'm married, have two boys in college and 

spend every available minute gardening.  

June 4th at 10:30AM 

Topic: "Who's Driving This Thing?"  

Speaker: Rev. Elizabeth Carrier-Ladd 

How do we determine where we are going? How do we 

choose when to lead and when to follow? Join us to 

wonder together on the notions of mission, leadership, 

partnership and community.  

 

June 11th at 10:30AM 

Speaker:  Janice Thiel 

Topic: Why are we here (in a UU worship service) 

anyway?  

In other Christian denominations, worship is to praise 

God, ask for forgiveness of our sins, and ask for his 

help. We come together to experience a sense of awe, to 

renew our spirits, and to connect with others who help 

us be our best selves. 

June 18th  at 10:30AM 

Speaker: Rev. Elizabeth Carrier-Ladd 

Topic: "Through Accepting Limits"  

Sometimes our limitations are self-created. 

Sometimes, they are imposed by others but they are 

not real. Join us as we imagine removing such 

limitations from our lives and from our 

congregational life. This will be Rev. Elizabeth's last 

Sunday in the pulpit.  

  

June 25th at 10:30AM 

Speaker: Gale Charlotte 

Topic:  "Your Summer Reading List Might 

Be Banned"  

As you tweak your Summer Reading List, Gale 

might just provide you with some additional 

titles:  "Banned Books". What are "Banned Books"? 

Who decides? As you peruse the list Gale will 

provide, maybe you'll find your favorite book among 

the titles?  
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 Several new members have 

already taken leadership roles at 

church.  

1. As part of the social justice 

committee I took responsibility for 

the Black Lives Matter Open House 

held last year as well as co-chairing 

the cleaning crew and initiating 

family movie nights. Dorothy 

Hughes recruited me to be 

membership chair and Alison 

Marquis stepped up to take on 

monthly family movie night 

responsibility. 

2. Sam Haughey was just elected to 

serve on the Committee on Ministry. 

Part of the responsibility for this 

committee is planning the receptions 

to say good bye to our sabbatical 

minister June 18, and welcome back 

for Reverend Charlie Davis on July 9 

as well as other discussion about the 

sabbatical re-entry process. 

3. Don Gresham is not only a 

member of the worship committee, 

he has also led a Sunday service of 

his own reflection on his passion for 

singing. He also serves on the sound 

committee and cleaning crew.  

4. Jack Reynolds is in the planning 

stages of developing a YoUUng 

Adult Fellowship Youth Group. He 

will be presenting his ideas at the 

June Program Council meeting. 

5. Amy Austin recently accepted the 

Sunday May 7th the congregation 

welcomed 17 new members who 

joined the church since September 

2015.   By Jada Haughey 

Funkhouser, Don Gresham, Amy 

Austin, Julie Hall, Tamara Hazbun, 

Heather McDougall, Anne 

McDougall, Linn Veen, Jack 

Reynolds, Toby North, and Rine 

McCarty. When you see them, 

please take a second to say hello 

and welcome them.  

 We all have gifts and talents to 

share. I hope that all the new 

members, as well as long-term 

members, will find the niche that 

fits for them in this congregation. 

position of chair of the personnel 

committee. 

6. Julie hall serves on the cleaning 

crew. 

 I am proud to be a member of 

this congregation and all that we do 

and happy that, as membership 

chair, I was able to host this 

welcome for new members. The 

entire list of new members is: Jada 

Haughey, Sam Haughey, Sayed 

Gaefar, Andrew Marquis, Alison 

Marquis, Amanda Veile, Myrna 

Beth Misner assisting a shopper during the annual UUCTC Plant Sale. 

Rev. Elizabeth welcomes New Members  



 

Alice Pawley IT 

Alison Marquis Family Movie Night 

Amanda Estes Art Fair, Board 

Amy Austin Personnel 

Barny Dunning Sabbatical 

Christine Schertz Fellowship Teams, 
Kitchen 

Cindy Krulitz Nominating 

Dianna Poindexter Worship 

Ellen German Personnel 

Eric Thiel Sound 

Gale Charlotte Interest Group 

Gary Mueller Chalice Circle 

Jada Haughey Membership 

Jason Rubsam IT, Greeters 

Jean Tyner LUM Representative 

Joan Marshall Social Justice 

 Sunday, May 7 was the annual congregational meeting to elect new officers. The meeting was led by board 

president, Dorothy Hughes. 

Outgoing committee on ministry chair, Ed Bowen provided an update on the sabbatical reentry plan including the 

reception planned for June 18 to say good bye to our sabbatical minister and a reception on July 9 to welcome back 

Rev. Davis. 

 Board Treasurer, Kevin Colby, gave a report on finances including a major concern about pledges. Although 

pledges are being paid, the total amount of pledges is approximately $30K than anticipated.  While we will natu-

rally try to use any savings from underspent items in the budget or better than expected fundraising to make up for 

this, current projections show we are on track to end the year with a shortfall of about that amount.  We will be 

looking to see if there are any ways we can tighten other spending to narrow that gap. 

Board Assistant Treasurer, Janice Kritchevsky, reported on her initiative to set up a process for electronic pay-

ments of pledges. Research has shown that the convenience of electronic and auto withdrawal payments more than 

offsets the cost. 

 Jada Haughey gave a brief presentation on the importance of branding and unveiled the new logo created by our 

treasurer, Kevin Colby. The new logo will be used on all printed materials and the website. 

Dorothy Hughes presented the slate of officers: Gary Burniske, president-elect, trustees, Joan Marshal & Brent 

Jesiek, endowment, Gary Mueller, nominating: Jenny Moss and Frank Arnold, committee on ministry Neelu 

Chawla and Sam Haughey. The motion was made, seconded, and passed for all candidates. 

Dorothy Hughes thanked outgoing elected officers: Ed Bowen, committee on ministry; Eric Thiel, endowment; 

Lorraine Myer and Cindy Krulitz, nominating; and Mike Reed, Amanda Estes, and Bill Welge rotating off the 

board.  

 She also recognized 32 other leaders in the congregation who chair or co-chair committees or major events or 

fundraisers that keep the building, grounds, ministry and fellowship alive in this church. Below is a list of names. 

If anyone is excluded, it is not deliberate.  

 The meeting ended with a few words from newly elected president, Randy Myer. 

Josh Prokopy Service Auction, Interest Group 

Kathy Willowoode Pastoral Care 

Kim Smith Stewardship 

Kirsten Reynolds Finance 

Linda LeMar Pastoral Care 

Linda Prokopy Service Auction, Interest Group 

Lisa Pantea Plant Sale 

Mark Van Meeter Service Auction, Chalice Circle 

Mary Ann Foley Sabbatical 

Noemi Ybarra Safe Congregation 

Rae Schnapp Building & Grounds 

Sherry Triodi Stewardship 

Steve Moss IT 

Susanne McConville Clothing Drive, Chalice Circles 

Suzan Windnagel Chalice Circle 

Tom McConville Forum/Social Justice 

Lynn Holland Newsletter, Lighted Chalice  



 

 

 On May 7, Rev. Elizabeth dedicated our child Jane Frances Pawley 

Hoffmann. We were honored to have both sets of grandparents visiting, 

the Hoffmanns from Champaign, IL and the Pawleys from Sechelt, BC, 

as well as Jane's aunt and one of her cousins also from Champaign IL. 

Jane's big brother Simon stood up with his parents and grandparents in 

agreeing to help care for Jane over her life, and took care of the rose Jane 

was given. We were grateful for the participation and good wishes from 

everyone in the congregation who participated.  

Photo taken by Jada Haughey 

It has been an honor serving 

you. It will be hard to say 

goodbye. I will miss you. 

Thank you so much for this 

time we have shared. I hope 

that it has meant something to 

you, even if just a fraction of 

what it has meant to me.  
who I am,  

I was not able to not give you my 

whole heart from the very start – 

even though I knew our time 

together would be short. I just don’t 

work that way. I don’t know how to 

minister in any other way than to 

fall head over heels for the good, 

loving people that I work with. And, 

the love is worth the loss. Isn’t this 

just how life works? You risk loss 

every day, in every connection you 

make to another person, in every 

community you find that holds you. 

Not only do you risk loss, you go 

about your life knowing that loss 

will find you. All the more reason 

to love that much more deeply 

whenever you have the chance. To 

throw yourself that much more 

completely into your passions 

whenever you are able. To give 

yourself over to your life’s purpose 

whenever you can. So, I have given 

myself over to you, I have loved 

you, and the time is fast 

approaching for me to say farewell. 
Blessings, 

Rev. Elizabeth 

June 4th All Church Picnic 

June 18th Farewell Reception 

 Rev. Elizabeth Carrier-

 Ladd 

 

July 9th Welcome Back  

 Reception Rev. Davis 

 

Sept.1-3rd  All Church Retreat 

 

Sept. 30th UUCTC Fundraiser 

 Corn Booth at Fest of 

 Hunters’ Moon 



 

UUCTC has a team participating in the West Lafayette 

Adult Co-ed Softball League.  

 

 

Games are played on the Arni Cohen Memorial Fields, (3101 

North Salisbury Street) located off Salisbury Street between 

Cumberland Avenue and Kalberer Road and the Blessed 

Sacrament field, which is located between Sacramento and Navajo 

Streets  

June 1st vs ConQuESTadors at 7:20p.m.(BLS) 

June 7th vs Botany Bombers at 7:20p.m. (ACS) 

June 13th vs The Goon Squad at 6:00p.m. (ACS) 

June 21st vs Central Presbyterian Church at 6:00p.m.

 (ACS) 

June 26 vs Loan Ranger  at 7:00p.m.(BLS) 

July 13 vs Huth Thompson at 7:00p.m.(ACS) 

July 20 vs Power Strokers at 6:00p.m.(ACS)  

July 27 vs Bruise Channel 18 at 7:20p.m. (ACS) 

KEY 

ACS, Arnie Cohen South        ACN, Arnie Cohen North 

BLS, Blessed Sacrament 

 

 

 On behalf of the UUCTC, we would like to thank 

Amanda Ested, Mike Redd and Bill Welge for sharing 

their time and skills.  

Past President - Dorothy Hughes 

President - Randy Myer 

President-Elect - Gary Burniske 

Secretary– Kim Harden 

Treasurer - Kevin Colby 

Assistant Treasurer - Janice Kritchevsky 

Trustees- Jean Herr, Joan Marshall, Brent  

       Jesiek 

 UUCTC newly elected and transitioning board 

members begin their new positions on June 1, 2017. 

Please take a moment to thank them for volunteering. 

The next board meeting is June 13th at 7:00pm in 

101/103. 



UUCTCSJ>>> The Dream 
 

Unitarian Universalist Church of 

Tippecanoe County (UUCTC)  
 

333 Meridian Street 

West Lafayette Indiana 47906 

Phone  765 743 8812    

    E-mail: office@uuctc.org   

Website: www.uuctc.org 

Facebook:  

Submission Deadline is the 15th of month; Email 

submissions to lightedchalice@gmail.com 

Up with Technology>>> 

Windnagel helped with packing and 

cleanup. Christine Schertz procured  

more boxes for the final packing. It 

takes a village and all these lovely 

ladies made a productive village the 

day of the sale.  

 A new strategy this year was 

giving away travel mugs with a 

purchase. Would you believe that 

people did not want them even for 

free? We finally took off the tops for 

the plastic bench program and 

recycled the containers. We used all 

the donated tote bags to pack 

shoppers purchases and, at the end 

of the sale, as carriers for the $5/bag 

clearance. People were grateful for 

those and generally packed them to 

capacity. 

 What happens with all the left 

over merchandise? The remaining 

games and puzzles were donated to 

Annabel Prokopy & Katharine 

Schertz’s girls scout troop’s project; 

our office assistant, Va’Linda 

McBride agreed to take books to the 

public library; and Beth Misner 

arranged for Surplus and Salvage to 

pick up remaining items on Monday 

morning. 

 It was such joy to see the 

excitement of some of the shoppers 

as they found their bargain 

treasures. It was especially delightful 

to see a young pregnant woman find 

an array of things as she prepares for 

the birth of her first child.  

 This year we had no large ticket 

items. This is likely the reason the 

sale came in under budget. Again, 

you might ask, “Was it a success”?  If 

you define success by meeting or 

exceeding budget it was a whopping 

failure. If you define success as 

relationship and community building, 

it was a whopping success with the 

side effect of netting $1125 at last 

count. 

 Thanks to everyone who donated 

merchandise and or volunteered at the 

rummage sale. Please consider saving 

your unwanted treasures for next 

year’s rummage sale to make it even 

more successful. 

 

• UUCTC has a new internet provider, 

Metronet. During the last month, Metronet, 

Bill Welge, Jason Rubsam, and the IT 

committee have worked diligently to make the 

transition, worry-free. 

• The Safety Committee would like to thank 

everyone for their patience with the install of 

the new key pad. 


