
      

Herschel Wayne Lewis 

1926—2021 
 

Herschel Wayne Lewis passed away on Dec. 6, 2021, at the age of 95. He was born May 3, 1926, in  

Jennings County, IN, the youngest of eleven children born to Oliver G. and Iona F. Lewis, who preceded 

him in death. 

 

Herschel graduated from Sheridan High School in 1944. He then went on to serve in the Army during 

WWII in the 1st Cavalry and later in the Korean Conflict as a paratrooper in the 187th Airborne Regi-

mental Combat Team. Upon his return to civilian life, he worked at the Sinclair Oil Company's Research 

Laboratory in Harvey, IL and later had the opportunity to come back to Central Indiana to work for Eli 

Lily's Tippecanoe Laboratory in Lafayette, IN, from which he retired.   

 

He experienced many things in his lifetime. While in the Army, he traveled to the South Pacific, Philip-

pines, Japan, Korea, Hawaii. He was a Union Arbitrator while at Sinclair Research, Waste Treatment 

Engineer at Eli Lily, Past Commander of American Legion Post #67 of Sheridan, IN, member of WWII 

Roundtable and a 60+ year member of the Unitarian Universalist Church. At the ripe young age of 91, 

he published his autobiography “Climbing Mountains:  Autobiography and Selected Writings” to the 

absolute delight of his family and friends. 

 

His many interests and activities ranged from reading great poets like Kipling and Frost, writing his 

thoughts down and sharing, walking in the woods, family genealogy, and riding his bike for miles in the 

countryside. His love of sports started at a young age when he was an athlete at Sheridan High and later 

Franklin College. He had a great passion for most sports and could be found watching the TV intently 

cheering on IU, Purdue, the Colts and listening to the Indy 500 on the radio. He later could be found in 

the stands watching his great-great nieces play basketball for State Champions Heritage Christian. 

 

His devotion of family and friends was well-known. He leaves behind a wife of 68 years Virginia Alice 

(Alexander) and three lovely, loving daughters Pamela Anderson (Wendy Sloman), Julie Ann Kennedy 

(Samuel), and Sheila Uhler (Douglas). He was blessed with seven wonderful grandchildren: Eric Ander-

son (Jennifer Bozek), Megan Zimmermann (Brandon Cox), Kollin Sotolongo (Michael), Evan Uhler 

(Christina), Blake Uhler (Jacqui), Kourtney Beumel and Hannah Uhler. He also had four step-

grandchildren Wesley (Melissa), Thea, Cole and Tomas Kennedy.  He also had Twelve great-

grandchildren:  Jeffrey and Anderson Zimmermann; Michael, Gabriel and Kora Sotolongo; Mason and 

Charlotte Uhler; AnnMarie, Aiden, Benson and Cohen Uhler; and Baylee Beumel; step-great grandson 

Charlie Kennedy.  Sister, Alta Lewis Coplen, his only surviving sibling, along with multiple nieces, 

nephews and friends. 

 

Family and friends will gather Sunday, Dec. 12, for visitation from 2 p.m. until the time of the funeral 

service at 4:30 p.m. with the Rev. Jennie Barrington officiating in the Strawmyer & Drury Mortuary, 

2400 N. Lebanon Street, Lebanon. Memorial contributions in his memory may be made to the Sheridan 

Historical Society or the Unitarian Universalist Church of Tippecanoe County. 

 

You are invited to visit the website where you may sign his online register and leave a personal mes-

sage at www.strawmyerdrury.com. 


